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Herb Dixon:
Educator and
civic leader
laid to rest
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BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Black
Nurses Rock St. Petersburg
Chapter (BRN) held their inaugural Nurse Trailblazers Award
and Scholarship Luncheon Saturday, June 15 at Empath
Health. The luncheon was created to recognize nurses who
have made extraordinary impacts on the healthcare profession and in the community.
In the works for more than
two years, the inaugural luncheon acknowledged five AfricanAmerican nursing pioneers in
St. Pete’s history: Alma Kicklighter, Ernestine Rembert,

Catherin Crumbs, Janie Johnson and the late Evelyn Gardner.
BRN is an inclusive volunteer nursing organization that
supports the advancement of
each member, mentor nurses
and nursing students. They collaborate with existing organizations to provide health and
wellness education and screenings to vulnerable communities.
Chapter President Lottie
Cuthbertson called for a moment of silence for Mrs. Gardner, who passed away late last
month, and thanked the honorees for blazing new trails and
“decades of commitment to
mentoring, teaching, nursing,
community service, certainly to

our country and much more.”
Senator Darryl Rouson
stopped by to bring greetings
from the Florida Senate before
rushing off to two funerals.
“From Mary Seacole to Sojourner Truth to Harriet Tubman, the legacy has been laid
down, and you have picked it up
and run with it,” said Rouson,
who serves on two healthcare
committees in Tallahassee:
health policy and healthcare appropriations. “I learned that
there are so many health disparities that still exist in our communities; there’s much work to
be done.”
Rep. Wengay Newton cut
See NURSE, page 8

Harlem Nights

Woodson Museum begins its future growth
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum is
currently in talks for expansion. Plans to expand have
been in the works for years,
such as a petition to relocate
into the previously unoccupied
Manhattan Casino in 2016.
But, it was not until 2017
that Terri Lipsey Scott, the museum’s executive director, decided to go for state funding.
The city sent a request to Senator Darryl Rouson for state
funds, which he was able to secure $250,000 for expansion
plans in the 2018-19 state
budget.
“We are only in the discussion phase right now in regards to what we would like to
see,” Lipsey Scott said.
Since 2006, the museum, located on 2240 9th Ave. S, has
presented monthly exhibits of
artists’ works, programs, community events and forums that
tie in with their mission statement to help “preserve, pres-

The Carter G. Woodson African American History
Museum is looking to add 10,000-square feet.
ent and interpret African-American history.”
Some of the events and programs held at the museum include
Florida
Orchestra
concerts, various festivals,
book clubs, panel discussions
and activities that focus on the
youth.
“It’s a jewel in the neighborhood,” Rouson said.
Because of the many activities, the building is “busting

out of the seams,” as Lipsey
Scott put it. “Folks are typically
elbow-to-elbow,” she said of the
limited space.
With one gallery room
where all the happenings take
place, the only other space is
an overcrowded storage room
and one public restroom.
The building was previously the leasing office of the

Herb Dixon
BY ROGER CLENDENING
STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG – Herbert
H. Dixon, a renowned educator
and leader, died earlier this month
of natural causes while at home
with his family. He was 86.
Laid to rest June 15, the awardwinning educator was a teacher,
administrator and coach at Northeast and Gibbs High, and with his
previous work as a leader at the
Melrose YMCA, he helped guide
two generations of young black
men into manhood.
Dixon and his wife, Gwendolyn, met in 1951 at Gibbs High
School, where they were on their
respective basketball teams. They
began what became a lifelong
friendship and marriage sustained
by love.
A 1951 graduate of Gibbs,
Dixon made his way to Florida A
& M University (FAMU) on a basketball scholarship. (While coaching basketball at Gibbs years later,
all five starters one year earned
full scholarships to Florida A&M,
a testament to Dixon’s leadership
and guidance). He served in the
U.S. Navy and in 1958 earned his
Bachelor of Science. He was a director at Melrose Park YMCA for
seven years as he attended school,
and by 1965 had earned a master’s
degree.
For 12 years, Dixon served his
community as a teacher in both
Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties. During his time working with
students, Dixon made time to become certified in administration
and in 1977 embarked on a new
path as an assistant principal. He
was an administrator at Northeast,
Dixie Hollins and Gibbs High,
where he was an assistant principal until his retirement in 1995.
Among Dixon’s many awards
and honors for excellent service,
one stood out the most for both he
and his wife, the Richard W. Allen
Award for Administrative Excellence issued by the Pinellas
County Assistant Principals Association.
Barbara C. Shorter, who retired as the principal of Gibbs
High, also praised Dixon for his
powerful, positive work with
young people. Having known him
for more than 70 years, (they lived

See MUSEUM, page 9
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Youths honored at scholarship banquet
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Bethel Metropolitan honored their graduating high
school seniors with a banquet last month. Qualifying seniors received the
prestigious Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Scholarship,
awarding
$2,000 for their hard work
and perseverance.
Being awarded the
scholarship was no easy
task. A firm 2.0 GPA,
being an active member of
Bethel Metropolitan and
participation in its youth
ministry activities were
not the hardest criteria to
meet. It turns out the paperwork associated with
the scholarship and the
hard deadline dropped
some eligible youths out
of the running.
Applicants needed to
complete the scholarship
application, provide high
school transcripts, proof
of acceptance into a postsecondary institution and
two letters of recommendation — one from a
church member and the
other from a teacher, administrator or counselor.
A one-page essay explaining the value of education
and career plans was also
mandated, but some eligi-

ble students didn’t turn it
by the deadline.
“Not all of them submitted applications,” said
Tracy Johnson, Graduation Scholarship Ministry
leader. “We are stringent
in the fact that it has to be
turned in on time with the
supporting documents, so
not all of them were
awarded scholarships.”
But all eight graduates, whether they received a scholarship or
not, were honored at the
Elizabeth Howard Scholarship Banquet where
they enjoyed good eats, inspiring words of wisdom
and entertainment.
Elizabeth Howard, a
longtime church member
and educator, passed away
eleven years ago, but her
dedication to the church
was legendary. A member
of Bethel Metropolitan for
54 years, she served on
various ministries and was
an inspiration to those she
met.
“She was a real supporter and promoted
higher education and the
value of that, so we made
a scholarship to honor
her,” said Johnson, who
was once a recipient.
Multimedia journalist
Brea Hollingsworth, the
keynote speaker for the

evening, is a graduate of
Osceola
Fundamental
High School and a former
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church Scholarship
recipient.
Hollingsworth had a
planned course for her
life. She saw Florida State
University’s colors of garnet and gold in her future,
anticipated every step, including a career that
looked spectacular on
paper.
“I would follow what
everybody else wanted
me
to
do,”
said
Hollingsworth, who is
now a journalist for
WINK-TV, a CBS-affiliated
in Fort Myers. “But God
called me for something
different, and it’s what I
believe today is my purpose.”
She went off to Florida
A&M instead, feeling a
pull to the university that
she couldn’t explain, and
although excited, she was
insecure in her decision.
Hollingsworth reassured
the graduates that it is
completely normal to be a
little scared about the decision of which school to
attend, whether to forsake
higher education altogether, attend a trade
school or the military.
“That’s because you’re
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stepping into the unknown
and that can feel a little
lonely sometimes,” she explained, encouraging graduates and church members
alike to get spiritual.
“When we quiet our mind,
we can hear God’s voice.”
She’s talking about
that little voice that resides in the back of your
mind; the one that brings
clarity and helps to pave
the path to life’s next
steps.
“We all have that
voice,”
Hollingsworth
averred, “but it’s whether
we choose to listen to it or

not that presents the outcome.”
With society’s go-getter mentality and no evidence that it will ever stop,
being mindful and doing
away with the constant demand of social media such
as Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram can help to
slow down the hustle and
open a pocket of calm.
It is in these times that
purpose is found. It could
be tomorrow for some, a
year from now for others,
or 10 years down the road,
but Hollingsworth believes that once purpose is
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discovered, nothing can
derail you from your path
if you hold on.
Senior pastor Rev. Dr.
Rickey L. Houston gave a
short prayer and encouraged the graduates to
continue in their accomplishments and to fulfill
their potential.
“They have been doing
some wonderful things,”
he said.
Three additional scholarships sponsored by
members of Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
were also available to qualifying seniors.

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 51 • Number 37
Published Thursday,
June 20, 2019
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
ASALH Historian

Juneteenth is a holiday black people should
know about and commemorate as one of the
most important days in
African-American history. It is the oldest celebration of the end of
American slavery.
It
commemorates the date
of June 19, 1865, when
Texan enslaved population finally got the official
decree — two years after
the fact — that slavery
had been abolished.
It is a time the nation
should reflect on AfricanAmerican history as it
does on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. Both holidays can further the discussion on the Civil
Rights Movement.
Most states in America currently have some
form of legislation or declaration that has established Juneteenth as a
state holiday or “special
day of recognition.” As a
result of state governments establishing it as a
holiday, grassroots efforts that take place in
cities throughout the
United States have been
organized in various
ways to bring people in
the
African-American

W W W

communities together.
To detail the Juneteenth evolution, we
must consider post-Civil
War events in Texas.
When the war between
the northern and southern states ended, there
were still isolated areas
in Texas where enslaved
people did not know that
President Abraham Lincoln had signed the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 that granted
freedom to “all persons
held as slaves” within the
rebellious states.
Of course, isolation,
distance, time and Texas
resistance prevented the
idea of freedom for enslaved people from being
spread throughout the
land. The announcement
was finally presented almost two years later
when Union Army General Gordon Granger arrived
in
Galveston,
Texas, and issued the official orders that ended
the institution of slavery
in the Confederate states.
Even more important
to President Lincoln was
that by 1865 the Emancipation Proclamation had
enabled the unification
for all of the then-36
states into one nation the United States of
America.
To this day, African-

.T
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American Texans continue to celebrate that
special day in a big way.
The city of Houston, in
particular,
celebrates
Juneteenth where thousands gather with an
elaborate parade and festival.
Other cities throughout the country add their
own flavor of celebration.
Especially revered in big
cities with large AfricanAmerican populations,
black communities have
been known for elaborate activities that include music festivals, art
events, family fun days,
cook off competitions,
sports tournaments, lavish galas, award ceremonies and much more.
As African Americans
become more reflective
about the deeper meaning of freedom and the
future of the next generation, some communities
focus positive attention
on youth academic
recognition and achievements,
scholarship
awards and arts centered
competitions.
Other communities
have focused their attention on more inclusion of
other ethnic groups with
expanded types of music
and food festivals, in conjunction with ways to
bring attention to the

W
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In commemoration of Juneteenth

Shown are Civil War reenactors at a Juneteenth celebration in
Eastwoods Park in 1900 in Austin, Texas.
positives of AfricanAmerican history and
culture. Juneteenth is
becoming a grassroots
show-off at its best, and
it’s all so beautiful.
Maybe I was missing
something in my childhood exposure or perhaps I had not paid
attention in my early
years, but I had never
heard of the Juneteenth
celebrations until I lived
in California. That was in
the 1970s and it was all
about hanging out and
having fun, kind of like
the St. Pete’s Chunky

C

Sundays in 1990s.
I’m so happy that our
Juneteenth inner reflections have evolved and
developed into something that is bigger than
a good time day on the
calendar, and that knowing more about our heritage and history helps to
move us towards more
uplifting within the
African- American cultural experiences.
As we continue to observe Juneteenth, let’s remember why this day
has a special place in
African-American his-

H A L L E N G E R

.

tory. As we see our
brothers and sisters gathered in the spirit of celebration, we should keep
in mind that this is an occasion for black communities around the country
to reach high together in
order to realize, actualize
and utilize the full potential of our communities.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

C O M

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF LARGO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
FY 2019-2020 ACTION PLAN

CITY OF LARGO
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
FOR FY 2019-2020

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership (HOME), Pinellas
County Housing Trust Fund (HTF), State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Programs

The City of Largo is projected to receive approximately $113,000 through the State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program during State Fiscal Year 2019-2020 to further the
availability of safe and affordable housing. At the time of this publication, the City of Largo’s
official allocation from SHIP has not yet been released; therefore, the amount listed above
is an estimated amount of funding available for these programs. The City's Local Housing
Assistance Plan includes assistance strategies designed to increase homeownership
opportunities and preserve the housing stock.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Largo City Commission will meet at 6:00 PM on July 16,
2019, in the Largo City Hall Commission Chambers at 201 Highland Avenue, FL 33770 to consider
Resolution No. 2235 - Adoption of the FY 2019-2020 CDBG Action Plan. In the event that this public
hearing is rescheduled, notice will be posted at this location and online at the City of Largo’s website
(www.largo.com) with the new date and time of the public hearing. This meeting is open to the public
and there will be a public comment period at the meeting.
A thirty day public comment period for this document was held from April 19, 2019 through May
20, 2019.
Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Largo City Commission with respect to any
matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
The City of Largo is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for meeting access and communication for persons with disabilities and non-English speaking persons. Anyone needing assistance or further information with regard to these meetings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(727) 587-6710 or the Library TDD line at (727) 587-6778 at least two days prior to the meeting. Para
solicitar un traductor, llame al (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212, por lo menos dos días antes de la reunión.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner,
consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing requirements.
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed
to the City of Largo Housing Division at (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212.

Applications will be received for these programs during the period of July 22, 2019 –
June 30, 2022, or until all funds have been awarded.
The Homeowner Rehabilitation Program provides zero-interest rehabilitation loans for
income-eligible homeowners. Eligible improvements under the strategy include correction
of code violations, energy conservation improvements, handicap modifications, and
correction to overcrowded conditions. This program is designed to assist very-low, low-, and
moderate-income households.
The Sold-on-Largo Program is designed to provide downpayment and closing cost assistance
to very-low, low-, and moderate-income households to make homeownership a reality.
Sold-on-Largo represents a joint effort between local lenders, non-profit housing service
agencies, and the City of Largo to help residents become first-time homeowners.
The Affordable Housing Development Program provides incentives to private and nonprofit developers in the creation of new affordable rental or owner-occupied housing units.
This program also assists very low, low, and moderate-income households with purchase of
the owner-occupied housing units through providing downpayment assistance.
Homebuyer Education and Housing Counseling is provided to assist households with
preparing them for first-time homeownership. Education and counseling is available to
very-low, low-, and moderate-income households.
The Eviction Prevention Program is included in the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan;
however, the program is currently unfunded. Should additional funding become available,
the program would provide a grant to help protect tenants from eviction from their rental
units, due to disruption of payment caused by unavoidable, short-term financial hardship.
This program serves very-low and low-income households.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

5 21 49

CA$H 3

150 782 446

DAYS

3-6
2-1
6-7

1-2
8-4
4-5

The Rental Start-Up Fee and Utility Connection Deposit Program is included in the SHIP
Local Housing Assistance Plan; however, the program is currently unfunded. Should
additional funding become available, the program would provide rental start-up fees and
utility connection deposits for homeless (or at risk of homeless) households to acquire quality,
safe, decent and affordable rental housing. This program serves very-low and low-income
households. For very low-income homeless and very low-income households with a member
who has special needs, additional rental assistance may also be available.
For further information or to apply, contact Jodie White, City of Largo Community
Development Department, PO Box 296, Largo, Florida 33779-0296, housing@largo.com or
(727) 586-7489, extension 7314. The Community Development Department is open week
days from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Additional information on these programs can be found
online at: www.largo.com/housing.
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SRO awarded a Lifetime
Achievement Award
LARGO — Pinellas
County Schools Officer
Michael Hawkins has
been awarded the Florida
Association of School Resource Officers (FASRO)
Lifetime
Achievement
Award. The award is presented to those who
demonstrate extraordinary accomplishments
while serving their school
and communities. The recipient exemplifies service above and beyond
what is expected in areas
of skill, significant contribution to the community,
agency and school safety.
Hawkins has commit-

ted 30 of his 37 and a half
year career in law enforcement to the district’s
School Resource Officer
(SRO) program. Looking
back over the course of
the program, he has
served longer than any
other officer in Pinellas
County.
During his time as a
school resource officer,
he created a chapter of
SADD, started a youth
crime watch and continues to be active in the
community as a mentor,
advisor, role model and a
spiritual leader.
He currently serves

as an instructor for the
SRO Training Program in
Pinellas County and an active assailant trainer at St.
Petersburg College. In
addition to helping establish the SRO program in
Pinellas, he is also recognized as a pioneer in
School Crime Prevention
Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) practice.
Hawkins is considered one of the most respected SROs in the area
and provides leadership
statewide. Congratulations from The Weekly
Challenger!

Pictured left to right: Schools Police Chief Luke Williams,
Stacey Hawkins (wife) and Officer Michael Hawkins.

CONNECT WITH US!
Housing is a human right:
Prioritizing people over profit
Dear Editor:
My name is Anne
Hirsch, and I am running
for District 5 City Council. I live in Lakewood Estates, and I want to weigh
in on the issue of the proposed housing development by Boley on 54th
Avenue South to house
people who are dealing
with mental health challenges and addiction.
Housing is a human
right! Self-determination
is the highest form of
democracy.
While some homeowners in our neighborhood have expressed
concern that this project
will decrease home values and create public
safety issues, I, as a
homeowner in Lakewood
Estates, know I speak for
many residents in District 5 when I say the
most important thing is
that we fight to ensure
that every person in this
city has a place to sleep at
night.
Moreover,
Eritha
Akile’ Cainon, running
for City Council District
7, and myself, running for
District 5, have a plan to
address these issues that
will be to the benefit of
the whole city, homeowners included.
Our platform begins
with Unity Through

Reparations — reparations to the black community!
Reparations will restore the ability of the
poor and working-class
black community to create economic development on its own terms.
This will increase the city
tax base and uplift the entire city.
The real path to public safety is when the people have the ability to
feed, clothe and house
themselves. We will restructure the city budget
to make this possible.
Currently, one-fifth of
the city budget goes to
the police department.
Our city just spent more
than $84 million on a new
police station. When we
are elected, we will reprioritize the budget away
from policing to a peoplefocused budget to increase the quality of life
for all citizens.
A development located on 54th Avenue
South to house people
dealing with mental illness and addiction would
be obligated to build dignified housing with building and maintenance
requirements that would
provide quality housing
that the neighborhood
could be proud of. It
would be compelled to

Anne Hirsch
provide enough staff to
support residents rather
than flood the community
with the police!
We can do this! We
must create a social
movement!
We don’t have to accept the current status
quo where some residents of the city exist at
the expense of others.
We can create a model
city where everyone can
thrive!
When we are elected,
St. Petersburg will be the
first in a wave of cities
across the country to pay
reparations to the black
community and from that
starting point solve all
the problems of the city!
We need you to be a
part of it! You can donate,
volunteer and vote on
Aug. 27!
Go to votehirsch.com
and voteakile.com right
now!
Unity Through
Reparations!

The city uses the practice
of gerrymandering to suppress
the minority vote
Dear Editor:
Gerrymandering is a
tool used to socio-economically disenfranchise
communities of color. If
minority voters were to
organize in one vote
block, we could take on
our local governments
across the country and
challenge the system for
being in direct violation
of the Federal Voting
Rights Act of 1965, which
prohibits racial discrimination in voting.
The City of St. Petersburg has jerry-rigged
our council districts and
city elections, thus worsening the blight and cultural divide inherent to
south St. Pete. Equity is
almost non-existent.
The city’s elected officials consist of nine individuals (including the
mayor), which only one
of whom is African American, while 23 percent of
the overall city population is black. Yet, we
pride ourselves on diver-

sity. A direct consequence of a lack of diversity in local government
at both the local and
county levels has led to
systematic inequalities in
our schools, jobs, health
care and our neighborhoods.
St. Petersburg’s city
charter violates both the
spirit and legality of the
Voting Rights Act of
1965, and it places some
of our community’s most
vulnerable residents at a
disadvantage. This council should do the right
thing and demand representation for all by ironing out the inherent
kinks found in the city
charter and redrawing
council district maps.
It baffles me how
some leaders disguise
themselves as progressives when the only thing
truly progressive about
them is their personal
agendas.
Amendment 4 passed
last November, granting

Corey Givens Jr.
1.4 million returning citizens their right to vote
while Republicans in Tallahassee are doing everything in their power to
stop this from happening. Our elected officials
in St. Petersburg are
doing the exact same
thing - suppressing the
minority vote.
With so much new
development
taking
place around town, we
know that race deviations
have been skewed since
the 2013 council boundary lines were drawn.
Corey Givens Jr.

WE ENCOURAGE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

St. Pete is a city divided
Dear Editor:
My name is Eritha
Akile Cainion, and with
the support of the people,
I will be your next District
7 City Councilwoman.
I’m running on a platform of reparations and
economic development to
the black community as
the starting point to making our city genuinely
progressive.
Reparations has become a popular topic in
the electoral arena today,
with Democratic Party
2020 presidential hopefuls coming out in support of “some form” of
reparations to black people in America for slavery.
The question of reparations being talked
about in the mainstream
is not a random occurrence. This discussion
didn’t start because people like Elizabeth Warren
developed a conscience
and wants to do good by
black people.
The reason why people all around the world
are talking about reparations, whether debating it
on CNN or in the Euro-

pean Parliament, is because of what this city did
two years ago.
Reparations in the
electoral arena had never
been seen anywhere in
the world until 2017,
when my former running
mate Jesse Nevel and I
ran for St. Pete mayor and
city council, respectively.
Two years ago, we
were told we couldn’t say
reparations if we intended
to win the elections. It
was regarded as lunatic
fringe politics.
However, it was our
campaigns that inspired
hundreds of people in this
city to march through the
streets of downtown
chanting “unity through
reparations!”
It was 2,000 people in
this city that signed petitions to put reparations
on the ballot.
We were in the pages
of Ebony magazine and
mentioned on popular
morning shows such as
The Breakfast Club.
St. Pete made reparations mainstream! Now
we have to finish what we
started. That is why I’ve

entered the race alongside Anne Hirsch for District 5 City Council.
Reparations is an idea
whose time has come.
There’s no way to get
around it.
The question of reparations is so important
now that if a candidate opposes reparations, they
receive serious backlash.
Many different studies conducted around the
country make it clear that
the only way to actually
solve systematic oppression and exploitation of
the black community is
by pouring resources into
our economically deprived
communities:
that’s reparations!
There’s no way to resolve the wealth gap between the white and black
community without reparations — anyone who
says otherwise would be
lying.
Studies have also
shown that it would take
228 years for the average
black family to catch up
with the average white
family — this isn’t possible through measly

wages. This can only happen through a mass infusion of capital into the
black community.
That’s why it’s on us
to show the world how it’s
done.
When we take the
land Tropicana Field sits
on and return it to the
black community for affordable housing and economic development, we
can give this country the
template of reparations in
action.
If we can put it in the
mainstream, we can
make it city policy, and be
the first city in a wave of
cities that will successfully address the historic
and present-day oppression of the black community with reparations.
Our run for office in
2017 was a continuum of
the work the Uhuru
Movement
and
its
founder Chairman Omali
Yeshitela has been doing
over the past 40 years to
make
reparations
a
household word.
From world tribunals
to forming the first national reparations organi-

zation (African National
Reparations Organization), the Uhuru Movement has been involved
in fighting for reparations
to African people all over
the planet, not only for
slavery but for the historic and present-day conditions imposed on the
black community.
Even though St. Pete
city government touts itself for being a progressive city, there is a legacy
of oppressing the black
community, which continues today.
It’s obvious — St. Pete
is a city divided.
There is wealth on
one side, the north side
white community, and
then there’s economic despair on the south side —
no jobs, no black-owned
businesses, no affordable
housing.
This cannot be the
case any longer.
We can have a genuinely progressive city,
no one living at the expense of anybody else,
but it’s going to require
reparations and economic
development to the black

Eritha Akile Cainio
community in order to do
so.
Let’s make history.
Let’s be the first reparations city in the world.
We can do it. We will
do it. We are winning!
Support unity through
reparations!
Elections are held
Aug. 27.
Vote Eritha Akile
Cainion for District 7 City
Council to #MakeTheSouthsideBlackAgain,
and Anne Hirsch for District 5 to build #UnityThroughReparations!
Visit VoteAkile.com or
VoteHirsch.com to support and learn more
about our 10-point platform.
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

JJoi

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

h Piinellas Co
ounty Te

!

WORK. GROW. MATTER.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

www.pinellascounty.org/careers
e
www.pinellascou
unty.org/intern
e

PINELLAS COUN
UNT Y IS AN EQU
UAL OPPORTUNIT Y EMPLOYER
EOE/AA/ADA/DFW/VP: Certain servicemembe
b rs and veterans, and the
spouses and ffaamily members of the servicemembeers and veterans,
receive preference andd priority in emp
ployment by the state and are
encouraged to apply for the positions being filled. 6/4/19

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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Harlem Nights at the Historic Manhattan Casino
ST. PETERSBURG –
The members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter in partnership
with the Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County, Inc. held the
2019 Harlem Nights
Fundraiser Saturday, June
8 at the historic Manhattan Casino.
If was as if you stepped
into F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
“The Great Gatsby.” Flappers on the dance floor,
debonair bon vivants
rolling lucky numbers –
for entertainment purposes only – jazz reverberating off the walls and
spirits flowing. The night
was filled with the
essence of the Roaring
20s, all for charity.
As the community revisited the Harlem Renaissance, they were also
raising funds for scholarships for local high school
and college students,
community programming
and financial support to

local organizations.
The night saw performances by songstress
Deneen Wyman, a silent
auction for numerous
items ranging from gift
baskets to Caribbean destinations. The art of local
artist Steven Ramsey was
also showcased.
The Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter would
like to thank everyone in
attendance and the following sponsors for supporting this event to help
support resources for The
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County,
Incorporated:
• Pinellas County Commissioner Kenneth T.
Welch
• Dr. & Mrs. Cedric and
Joyce Thornton
• The Honorable Patrice
Moore, Circuit Court
Judge
• Dharvette Barwick
• Howard McKnight,
CPA
• Art O’Hara, R’Club
Childcare, Inc

• PRP Wine International
• Ferg’s Sports Bar &
Grill
• Great Explorations
• Eckerd College
• Creal Funeral Home
• Members of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
For more information,
visit www.ZUOChapter.org.
About Youth Development Foundation
The Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County, Inc. is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization established by the
local chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
to provide programming
activities that will enhance
the quality of life for targeted youth and families
in Pinellas County. Their
programming focuses on
education and scholarships, health, the arts, the
family unit and fosters
economic and community
development.

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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S ho w c a se You
ur Busine s s a t t he N e w S t . P e t e P ier ™!
If you ’re a busine s s tha
at ha s a unique
e produc t or se
er v ice, you ma
ay
want to be par t of the new St. Pete P ier™ Mar ketplace!
W H A T IS T HE M AR K E T P L A CE?

W H A T IS R EQ UIR ED ?

It ’s an area near the entrance of the new St. Pete Pier™

The Cit y is seeking a varie
et y of businesses, oﬀering a good
mix of product s and ser viices that will bring resident s and
visitors back to the Pier frrequently to check out what ’s new.

District that will showcase kiosk and tentt vendors and
their product s and ser vices.

•

W H A T IS A V AIL A BLE?
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Market stall unit (7 available): Adjustable shelving;
Canopy; Moveable panel to close/lock the unit
Area for Tenant Signage (per agreement guidelines)
per unit
Approximately 100 sf of usable space p
Minimal storage available on market stall unit s
Access to power (7 market stalls)
Access to water (4 market stalls)
Areas for tent set-up (limited number of tent s
available as par t of License Agreementt)
Loading zones near Marketplace

•
•

•

•

mmitment
Minimum 3
3-mont
month com
ment
Max 12-month agreem
Open for business a minimum of 3 days per week (Fri, Sat,
Sun)
proved by Pier management
10’ x 10’ tent (to be app
if not included in Licensse Agreement)
Insurance requirementt s per License Agreement

F OR MOR E INF OR M A T ION :
Stephanie Addis: 813. 222 . 0
0484; s t ephanie.addis@c o
ollier s .c om
Juniper Duﬃn: 727. 445 .90 28; juniper.duf f in@c ollierr s .c om
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Honoring local pioneers in the nursing profession
NURSE, from front page

short another commitment
to be there and honor these
special women. He spoke
about the time when he was
on city council and recruited 75 nurses, all wearing scrubs, to go to
Tallahassee and challenge
the law that prevented
healthcare workers from
obtaining or renewing their
license if they had a felony
charge within the last 15
years, which was a change
from five years.
“Had this stood, people
that were eight years removed, which is outside of
the five-year window, when
they went to renew, they
would not have had a license,” said Newton, noting
that black nurses were instrumental in getting the
law changed.
School Board Chairwoman Rene Flowers was
the perfect person to give
the keynote speech. She
has known each of the honorees since she was in her
early 20s, and all were responsible for her going into
the healthcare field.
“These young ladies
took me under their wing
when they kept me from
stepping into trouble that
I didn’t need to get into;
when they showed me
what I needed to do and
how I needed to do it,”
she said.
Flowers added that they
looked out for her, kept her
in check and told anyone
who’d listen what a great
worker she was. She soon
moved up the ladder at her
first job.
The Evelyn Gardner
Nursing Scholarship and
Janie Johnson Nursing
Scholarships were presented to Pinellas Technical
College to be given to students this fall, and the
Catherine Crumbs Nursing
Scholarship was given to St.
Petersburg College for a
qualifying student.
Evelyn
Gardner
MSN, RN, ARNP
A graduate of St. Petersburg Junior College’s
RN program, Evelyn
Gardner attend the University of South Florida
where she obtained a BSN
and a MSN.
She was a member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
and was the co-founder and
the first president of the
Black Nurses Association,
St. Petersburg Chapter. In

Evelyn Gardner
2000, Gardner received the
Nurse of the Year Award
from the national chapter.
Gardner worked for
Bayfront Medical Center
for many years where she
once received the Nurse of
the Year Award.
She was a member of
many community boards
including the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health advisory
board, Churches United for
Healthy
Congregations
steering committee and
chair of the Agenda 2010
Health Initiative board. She
also participated in many
city initiatives.
Gardner retired from
Pinellas Technical College
after 18 years as a nurse educator and nursing program coordinator.
She was married to
Julius Gardner for 54 years
before his death and was a
faithful member of Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist
Church. Gardner passed
away May 26.
Alma
Kicklighter,
BSN, RN
Born in Suwanee
County, Fla., Alma Kicklighter always wanted to be
a nurse, but it was unusual
for black women in rural
areas to seek careers in
anything but teaching. She
applied and was admitted to
the school of nursing at
Florida A&M University in
1953, and married in 1954.
During the years of
racial segregation, nursing

students could only train
and work where black patients were treated, which
led to a network of approved facilities being established for black nurses
across the South. Kicklighter
traveled
to
Tuskegee, Ala., to work at
the Veteran’s Administration Hospital on the campus
of the Tuskegee Institute
for her clinical training.
She completed the clinical hours required to earn
her degree and the Kicklighter family soon moved
to St. Petersburg where she
began her career at the segregated Mercy Hospital. In
1959, she began working in
public health, forging a career that spanned 45 years,
retiring in 1994.

Alma Kicklighter
In her retirement, Kicklighter founded Ghettreal
Community Services, an
HIV testing and education
program that served the
community for nine years.
While teaching nursing
throughout her career as a
second job, she was able to
mentor countless nurses,
even several of the trailblazers honored at Saturday’s
event.
Ernestine Rembert,
RN, BSW, MPH
Moving from Valdosta,
Ga., with her parents at the
age of nine, Ernestine
Rembert has been a resident of St. Pete ever since.
She attended Gibbs High

Rene Flowers

Honoring a life well-lived
DIXON, from front page

across the street from
each other and attended
Gibbs and FAMU at the
same time) she watched
him in action at Northeast
High where she was an
administrator.
“Herb had a special
way with young people,”
Shorter proclaimed. “He
had an air about him,
something special but natural, and the kids, particularly the black boys,
would listen to him and
follow his guidance.”
Because of those and
other qualities, Shorter
recruited Dixon to become her assistant principal when she had to
opportunity lead Gibbs.
Tackling racism’s inequities, Dixon’s early experience teaching when
schools were still segregated tested his mettle.
Others in later years
would pay tribute to his
commitment and courage
on behalf of the children
placed in his charge.
At the 2015 Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church’s 12th annual
Black History Honorary
Program, Deacon Elbert
Johnson said Dixon
demonstrated a love for
children not only in the
school system but also in
the congregation.
“He regularly greets

them individually by
name and asks them how
things are going,” Johnson said, noting that
Dixon would keep tabs on
the children’s successes
through adulthood by
staying in touch with their
parents.
Dixon is also known
for his dedication to the
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s Eta Rho Chapter.
His fraternity brother,
Rev. Watson Haynes, was
there to honor him on his
special day back in 2015.
“He is missed already,” said Haynes, extolling his virtues and his
commitment to Que Psi
Phi, a powerful and positive service organization
that Dixon was initiated
into after crossing the
burning sands 51 years
ago.
Affirming Gwendolyn
Dixon’s praise for her
husband’s work Omega
Psi Phi, Haynes added
that Dixon’s dedication
and attendance were unparalleled.
“He either found his
own way to meetings or
had a brother pick him
up. He remained active
and closely involved with
our fraternity brothers,
and is often called the
glue that holds everyone
together.”

Dixon, who earned
both a bachelor’s and a
master’s degree in physical education at FAMU,
was a smart and talented
athlete who played football, basketball and golf.
“His love of golf
caused the fraternity to
honor him for his efforts
in supporting the annual
scholarship fund, and his
strong
support
of
Omega’s fishing trip designed to raise scholarships for students,” said
Haynes, testifying to
Dixon’s importance and
value to the community.
In 1970, during his
tenure as an assistant
football coach at Gibbs,
Dixon was among 21 persons injured when lightning struck the practice
football field. Two players
died that day, and soon
after he joined Faith Memorial.
“I have so many
friends, but the best one
is the friend in Jesus,”
Dixon said back in 2015.
“I’m grateful that the Lord
has made a way for me.”
Herbert Dixon is survived by his wife, Gwendolyn; daughter Cara
Taliaferro; two adopted
daughters,
Kimberly
Pierce and Gail Floyd,
and a host of grandchildren.

Ernestine Rembert
School and Gibbs Vocational School where she received
her
practical
nursing education in 1961.
She graduated from St.
Petersburg Junior College’s
registered nurse program
and went on to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in social
work from St. Leo College.
Rembert later obtained a
master’s degree in public
health from the University
of South Florida.
Enlisting in the U.S.
Army, she retired after 20
years of service. While in
the military, she served and
worked at the 349th Combat Support Hospital where
she was a practical nursing
and HIV instructor.
She also spent 32 years
at the Pinellas County
Health
Department,
where she worked in the
pediatric and infectious
disease clinics until retiring. Not able to sit still,
Rembert then spent four
years working with Suncoast Hospice as a home
care registered nurse.
Rembert and her husband, Frank, had 48 years
and four children together
before his death.
Janie L. Johnson,
MS, RN
Born and raised in St.
Pete, Janie Johnson graduated from Gibbs High
School in 1969 and obtained an Associate of Science degree in nursing in
1975. She later received a

bachelor’s and a master’s
degree in nursing.
Johnson worked for
Bayfront Medical Center
for 16 years as a charge
nurse on several units and
as a utilization review coordinator for four years. She
joined the United States Air
Force Reserves in 1983, attended flight nurse school
in 1984 and completed
nursing service management courses at Brooks
and Sheppard Air Force
Base, Texas.

Janie L. Johnson
Completing tours of
duty and field exercises,
she was assigned as an adjunct flight examiner with
the Inspector General
team. At the rank of captain,
Johnson was the Officer-InCharge of a Mobile
Aeromedical Staging Facility in Desert Shield. In
2004, she, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom
as the flight clinical coordinator, worked closely with
the Combat Support Hospital at Bagram Air Base in
Afghanistan.
Johnson is one of the
co-founders of the Black
Nurse Association, St. Petersburg Chapter, which
was chartered in Aug. 1991.
She is currently the president and has been for more
than 15 years.
Now, she is a semi-retired nursing instructor at
Pinellas Technical College.

Catherine Crumbs
Catherine Crumbs,
APRN, RN, MSN
A St. Pete native,
Catherine Crumbs volunteered at the American Red
Cross and Mound Park
Hospital, now Bayfront
Health, as a teen.
She started her nursing
career as an LPN, obtaining an RN license from St.
Petersburg Junior College
and a BSN and MSN from
the University of South
Florida. She became certified in gerontology and
medical-surgical nursing.
Throughout her career,
she worked at Bayfront
Medical Center, the Pinellas County Health Department and Bay Pines
Hospital.
Crumbs
eventually
changed her nursing career path to teaching. She
worked at St. Petersburg
College as a nursing instructor in their Health Education Center, retiring in
2013. Her volunteer service
and recognitions are vast,
including work with the
Pinellas County Urban
League and different
health fairs.
She is a past president
of the Black Nurse Association, St. Petersburg Chapter and a member of the St.
Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta.
For 36 years, she was
married to Onnie Crumbs,
and three children were
born from that union.
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Youths honored for achievements
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
School’s out for summer,
but New Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church, where the
Pastor L. Don Middleton
tends his flock, didn’t waste
any time honoring its youth
members with a special afternoon of inspiration.
More than 40 students
last month, all attendees of
the church, were recognized for being promoted to
the next grade, and two
graduating seniors heading
off to greener pastures.
Minister Corey Givens,
Jr. from the Rock of Jesus
Missionary
Baptist
Church played the role of
master of ceremony and
gave the youth words of
encouragement.
“Whatever that something special is that you
have yet to accomplish, you
need an education to accomplish it,” said Givens, Jr.
He wants children to understand that education is a
life shaper. The knowledge
they learn today may well
determine the direction
they, and the nation, go in
the next 10-30 years, and
that it is up to students to
clear their own path.

“The responsibility for
your education lies in the
hands of you.”
Dr. Nathaniel Crawford,
an adjunct professor at St.
Petersburg College and retired Air Force Chaplain,
teaches courses in world religions and ethics. Students
intently listened as he delivered his message.
To Crawford, education
is vital, the currency of the
future, and motivation is the
catalyst that will propel anyone willing to climb aboard
to a new level of learning.
“Those who have it are
going to go, and those who
don’t are going to be left behind,” Colonel Crawford
said, citing how gaining an
education was a driving
force in the procurement of
rights for African Americans. “Education was one
important thing in the history of our sojourn in this
country. That was a big
thing to get educated.”
Keeping God first is important to the members at
New Pleasant Grove, and
Crawford encouraged all
graduates, especially the
two graduating seniors who
are off to adventures in the
military and a post-secondary school, to never lose
their faith.

Crawford detailed how
he endured attending the
all-white Marion Military Institute in Alabama, a school
where he was the sole person to integrate. There
were 799 cadets who attended his freshman year,
and aside from his teammates on the basketball
court, Crawford remembers a year’s worth of silence. No one spoke to him.
But he trusted in the
Lord, and his faith
brought him through
hard times. A message he
wants to be sure sticks
with youths today.
“All our education, all
our positions ain’t going to
help us by itself. Prayer
changes people, and people
change things,” said Crawford. “Don’t depend only on
your own knowledge. Put
Him first in everything.”
The ceremony marked
the first time students were
recognized for school promotion by the church.
Brandon Williams, chairman of the Education Committee at New Pleasant
Grove, spearheaded (although he won’t admit it)
efforts to energize the
church into recognizing the
accomplishments of the
youngest members.

“We want to incentivize,
to encourage our students
in the church,” said
Williams, who is also an attorney in Tampa with
Strems Law Firm.
He wants the youth to
soak in the positive consequences for excelling in
school and feel the thrill that
comes when celebrated.
“It’s very important
because there’s just not
enough positive reinforcement,” he said. “We’re all
about the kids here.
That’s one of the hallmarks of this church.
We’re children first.”
One way New Pleasant
Grove puts children first is
by keeping track of student’s grades. Each grading
period, the education committee is checking up on
those excelling in their
studies and presenting
them with a positive token
during sermons, in front of
family and friends.
“It will also give us the
opportunity to help the students who aren’t achieving
well,” said Williams. “I
think that’s the biggest
thing, to be aware of the
students struggling in
school.”
Committee members
speak with parents on a

weekly basis, instructing
them on how to stay abreast
on their child’s academic
needs. Education Committee member Linda Watson
expects the youths to also
participate in church activities to reap the benefits.
The children must
choose a ministry to be on
whether it’s the usher
board, singing in the choir
or becoming a member of
the drill and step teams.
There is also a dance group
that will start meeting on
alternating Sundays.
Watson has given the
children an agenda filled
with exciting ways to fill
their time and create
bonds.
“We’ve gotten a lot of
kids to get involved,” she
said.

Graduates were encouraged to stay on their path
and not expect success to be
easy or the steps to it entertaining. Community mentors laid out a little tough
love reiterating that studying isn’t always fun, clicking
with every teacher isn’t always possible and that some
school assignment won’t
seem relevant, but the overall mantra was that students
continue to try.
“When you give up on
yourself, you give up on
your family,” said Givens,
Jr. “You have to have faith;
you have to believe.”
Rev. Watson Haynes
helped out by taking part in
presenting students with
certificates of appreciation
for their commitment to education.

about the project. The museum is holding a symposium entitled “Making
History/Building Vision”
June 22 at the Manhattan
Casino. Speakers will include architects and
renowned scholars such
as local historian Gwendolyn Reese and the
Smithsonian Museum of
African-American History
and Culture curator Dr.
Michelle Joan Wilkinson.
Scott said the symposium would be a public
discussion between the
community and speakers
to formulate ideas on
“what they would like to
see within our community,” and “determine
what we want our museum to look like.”
The team told city

council that they expect to
finish the report by August. Scott said that a capital campaign would begin
afterward, looking into
philanthropy
and
fundraisers as funding
sources.
Another funding of
$250,000 for the museum
is currently on the 201920 state budget, according
to Rouson’s political advisor Barry Edwards. The
bill is expected to be
signed by Governor Rick
DeSantis this week.
Scott hopes the project
will start next year.
“It’s a very stringent
process that we have to
follow,” Lipsey Scott
noted. “We have to be certain to cross every ‘T’ and
dot every ‘I.’”

‘Making History/Building Vision’ symposium this Saturday
MUSEUM, from front page

Jordan Park Apartments.
It was renovated in 2000
and converted into a community service center for
public housing.
“It was never designed
to be a museum. We are
just using the building,”
she averred.
Her vision is to extend
the size and programs
while staying in the same
area. According to Lipsey
Scott, the center will convert into a functioning museum with more space for
galleries, events and a gift
shop. The extension is
planned for 5,000 square
feet in length and width,
totaling 10,000 square
feet.
“We want to come on
par with our sister museums in the community,”

she explained. “We have
to go up and go back.”
The only issue she
pointed to is that the luscious Legacy Gardens,
created in 2008 for weddings, private and public
events, will be encroached upon.
The planning stage
began earlier this year
with the RFQ (Request
For
Qualification)
process, which selects the
most highly qualified architectural firm. The chosen team was Jason
Jensen, principal of the
local-based Wannemacher
Jensen Architects.
Mario Gooden, principal of the New York-based
Huff + Gooden Architects
and professor at Columbia
University’s
Graduate

School of Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation, joined the project
through his contact with
Jensen, whom he taught
architecture to at the University of Florida. He sees
the project not just on
“brick and mortar,” but of
a lineage of “spaces of liberation.”
“The project is important because the museum
is in the lineage of African
Americans born out of the
history of segregation,”
Gooden later said. “The
history of the area is part
of a national conversation
about museums and cultural production.”
The team met with city
council on June 13 to give
an update on the project.
Chris Ballestra, director

of the city’s enterprise facilities, stated that the
project still has a “long
journey” with “many
chapters to come.”
Lipsey Scott told the
council that she could not
be prouder of the
progress, seeing the project as not just building,
“but a sense of pride” for
the city.
Jensen said that the
preliminary design stage
deals with due diligence
and information research
on the community.
“Making sure that we
have all of the surrounding contexts both culturally, historically and
physically on the ground,”
he said of the process.
The next step for the
team is hearing local input
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First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Spiritual Circumcision
Spiritual Circumcision
“But when the fullness
of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of
a woman, made under the
law (Galatians 4:4).”
Thought for the Week:
I let go of all that is old,
worn, unproductive and
that which no longer
serves me well.
Whether you get a
paper cut or have a major
surgery, physical cutting
does not feel good. Mental
and emotional cutting is
even more challenging. It
is not always easy for you
to let go of thought patterns and belief systems
that do not serve you because they have been a
part of your life for years.
Letting go requires your
continual growth and ma-

turity. Releasing people,
places and things that you
have become attached to
and connected to your
identity is no easy task.
Jesus was a Jew and
his family followed the
Jewish laws and traditions.
Circumcision, the cutting
away of the foreskin, was a
major Jewish ritual. They
believed that the physical
act of circumcision symbolized their spiritual connection to the promises
that God made to Abraham
(Genesis 17:1-14). Every
Jewish boy was circumcised at 8 days old (Luke
2:21-24). The idea was that
after a week, the child was
strong enough to handle
the cutting without it being
a traumatic experience.
Regardless of your

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

gender or age, God is calling you to perform spiritual circumcision on a
regular basis. “It is circumcision of the heart, in the
spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men,
but of God (Romans 2:29).”
Daily cut away that which
no longer serves you in
your health, prosperity,
and harmonious relationships. As you keep your
spirit free, conscience
clear and heart pure, you
show others the way to do
the same for themselves.
Reflection Questions:
What areas of your life require circumcision to allow
you to connect more
deeply to God? What has
prevented you from previously cutting them away?

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Divine Protection
Verse of the Week – “The
angel of the Lord encamps
round about them that fear
him and delivers them
(Psalm 34:7).”
Most people notice your
divine destiny before you see
it in yourself. How they respond to your divinity reflects where they are in their
consciousness. Some celebrate you and do everything
in their power to help you
cultivate your potential. Others may feel intimidated by
you and attempt to avoid,
tear down or hinder your development.
King Herod realized
Jesus’ impending influence
and supported the Wise
Men in their quest to find
him so that he could kill him.
In a dream, Joseph, Jesus’

stepfather, was informed of
Herod’s intentions and was
encouraged to take his family to Egypt for their own
protection. Being in Egypt,
they were able to circumvent
Herod’s edict to kill all of the
children in Bethlehem two
years old and under. They
stayed in Egypt until Herod
died and the prophecy “out
of Egypt have I called my
son” was fulfilled (Hosea
11:1).
God has a purpose for
your life. You are divinely
protected by God. You cannot transition from one dimension of life to the next
dimension of life until your
purpose is accomplished. Regardless of other people’s actions or intentions, your
purpose keeps you safe.

You are divinely protected by God and that there
is a hedge of protection
around you (Psalms 34:7).
Anything that gets that gets
through that hedge of protection and gets to you was
meant to be for God’s glory
and for your good (Job 1:10).
You can live a life free of fear,
worry, doubt and anxiety
when you know that there
are angels watching over
you and protecting you as
well as our possessions. Continue to honor, reverence
and respect God as the One
Power and the One Presence
in the Universe, the Spirit of
Absolute Good (Isaiah 54:17,
Hebrews 13:6, Psalms 27:12).
For further review, study
– Matthew 2:12-23

St. Mark MBC
Greetings from St. Mark
M. B. Church!
And behold, there came
a man named Jairus, and he
was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at
Jesus’ feet, and besought
him that he would come into
his house: For he had one
only daughter, about twelve
years of age, and she lay a
dying. But as he went the
people thronged him. . .But
when Jesus heard it, he answered him saying, Fear not:
believe only, and she shall be
made whole. Luke 8:41-42;
50
The biblical text from
Pastor Brown’s message was
Luke 8:40-42 & 49-56. From
this scripture he delivered
the message ‘The Desires of
a Dedicated Dad’. From the
text question asked of the
scripture was: ‘So What
Does a Good Dad Desire?
The following answer were
presented: 1) He Wants His
Fears Filled With the Lord’s
Presence; 2) He Wants His
Faith Fueled From the
Lord’s Promise; and 3) He
Wants His Family Fixed By
the Lord’s Power.
Jairus was a father,
whose only daughter was
dying, was afraid for her and
his family. From the text, we
see that the father fought his
way through the throng of
people to get to Jesus. He
pleaded with Jesus to come
into his house. In the midst
of all that was going on, word
came that the man’s daughter had died. But Jesus responded to the news by

telling the father ‘Fear Not:
believe only, and she shall be
made whole.’ Jairus was
fearful about his daughter’s
condition and sought the
Lord’s presence for his
daughter. When Jesus came
into the house fear and trouble had to leave. The news
that the daughter had died
did not sway Jesus, He only
asked that the father have
faith. The father’s faith was
ignited by Jesus’ promise
that Jairus should believe
‘only’ and his daughter
would be made whole. Finally, we see that after Jesus
put out all those who
laughed Jesus took Jairus’
daughter by the hand and
called to her saying, ‘Maid
arise’ and so she did. The
parents were astonished at
the Lord’s power and grateful that their family had been
fixed by the power of the
Lord. Jairus was a dad who
gives us example to be followed by all dads. He cared
for his family and relied on
Jesus to fulfill the desires he
had for his family. Sunday
worship services at St. Mark
begin at 10:45 a.m. and
there’s always a seat waiting
for you.
Many thanks to Usher
Board No. 1 and the women
of St. Mark in giving the St.
Mark men a wonderful
‘Taste of Italy’ luncheon on
Saturday. Again, we salute
the fathers and those serving as father figures! On Sunday leadership of the service
was given over to the
women. The Women’s Choir

surprised us all as they rendered songs typically sung
by the Male Chorus very
successfully (we may want to
hear them do this again).
On Sunday, we will be honoring the 2019 High School
and College Graduates, giving God praise for bringing
them and their parents thus
far along their journey and
praying they remain on a
pathway that is pleasing unto
God. Following the morning
worship, the graduates will
be received in the Fellowship Hall where fellowship
will be accompanied by refreshments. A reminder that
this year’s Vacation Bible
School (VBS) will be held
July 15 – 19 (more details to
come). We will end the
month with Operation Love
on the 5th Sunday (June 30).
The Music Department
of St. Mark is seeking an experienced drummer to be
part of the music staff. Interest persons are asked to contact Music Director, Keith
Flournoy
through
the
church
office
at
727.321.6631.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

YOUR
CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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